
Voice of
the People

The Asscssment Plan.
Edltor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
K1r,--"Cltlzen," Cumberland county, ln

hls lettof lu to-day'a l»sufl of The Tlmcs-
IMspatcIl, gives a clear nnd accurato
Btaieinent of the monner ln whlch the
cnmmlsHlnucrs of rovcntio nssess porson-
ullty and make out tholr books, both land
und nersonal property, but hn doesn't
sny that the gattie lai'k of accuracy nnd
competenee Is to be found In Innd nsses-
sors, wlio nre now appolnted by the clr¬
cult Judges, and wero formerly by the
county Judges. They often have the us-
sossment the same as It was flve years
before, when by Improvement It hns
Uoubled In value. They cannot employ a

tleputy, hut they wlll go to a cross-rond
Itore, and lot tho innrchnt or nn Idler or
two, not undor oath as a deputy commis¬
sloner of tho revenue is, ussess tho land
of. the wholo communlty. They employ
»orue one elso to wrlte thelr books and
make tho trantifers of land. Whereln
nro they better than the commissloner,
fiected by tho people'/ Can wu expcct
tho great Improvmcnt that Is necdod as
» result of havlng clrcult Judges uppolnt
tho cnirmlssloners? Surely not, when
land assossors, choscn ln thls inaiinor,
nre no better und somo tlmes even worse
tbiiti the comtnlssloners elected by tne
people. "X. Y."

Commissioners of Revenue,
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:

Sir,- 1 i. e thero ls n move on foot to
havo tln: commissioners of revenue ap¬
polnted by tho Judges. 1 hopo you wlll
oppose lt. Firt. I thlnk every servunt of
the people should be elected by tho peoplejfrom President to r./listablc. Second.
thoso afipoliitoes are generally some pollt¬lcal favorlte, und as such. work to se-
<ure a better Job. nnd wlth thls In vlew
try to please tiu- people. If you wlll tako
1be reassessment of 1905 and compare
v.-ilue wlth the deo.ls of bargaln and sale
recorded that year, vou will see that the
nssessor appolnted by the judges mlssed
talties more than tho coinmlr.slonern
.»er(o,i i,v (),,. pcoplg dld. If the eoni-
mls«loni-rs are ,-ippointe.i. tlien by uli
means let us have n eommlssloner of
crtuallwitlon. Let me eaii your attentlon
to nnOther tlilng I thlnk of value. Tho
Stnt.- is now owner of a vi-rv large qunn-
tlty of dellnuuent lots o>- parcels of land.
Tiieue nro of no value to any one. i
¦would suggest a law r«",ulrlng n nublle
sale of the name, an.i. to proteet all par-
tlefl. appolnt nn attorney to preparo nn
noroiint for twenty years l.aek. Furnlsh
same to tho clerk; who shall clve nll
p-.rtles Intoi-oKied four months' nnt'.re that
Ibe I-mrl wlll be jcrjM on n certaln date.
ntld If It bi-lnjr more than taxes anj coils,the oxeeis wlll be, held for a rert.aln
length of tlme. publeot to order of lnter-
osted nnrtli «. :mil If not rallej for durlng
««nhl tlme. lt wlll be lurne.j over to the
mad '"n.l. All over South west nnd Ml.l-
ffle vlrginla the elorks' offloe, nro full
of rletlnnttent land, and f*-n trouble nnd
ro^t of -in Indlvldual sooortner same Is so
rront that no one ls w!>''r>~ to aie on
tame. YAX-PAYF.R.
Salem, Va.

>

Bonds for Roads.
Edltor of The Thires-Dlspateh:
Sir..T notlce In the procoedlngs of the

House of Delegates a member from the
i»nstern portlon of the State offeroil a
hlll to reduce the rate of taxatlon. Thls
ls n mlstake. rather let It be increased
and the money applled to permanent Im¬
provement of the roads.
The following plan Is suggestcil: That

the Leglslature npproprlate P5,ro0,flirt to be
used In payment of Jyterest on J»1.'».000,CX»
of 4 per eent. bonds that the countles be
authorlzed to Issaue. thev to provlde the
»lnk!ng fund to lirjtild.ite the debt In forty
t*r flfty years. The populatlon of tbe
Btate oiitslde of the elt'.es nnd Incorpo-
rated towns Ls about I.MO.oo. whlch glveH
15,000 to the average county; the bonds
ro 1>,. Issued nVrordlng to populatlon.Each 15.rO) Inhabltants. or an average
rotinty, would be entltled to a $150,000bond Issue, the proceeds of whloh must
be used ln the permanent Improvement
Binly of Its public ronds. These bonds.
nvlth the Interest pald by the State. would
tecll readlly and at, a premlum, especially
\t mnde non-taxable. Let the State have
hs good roads department that wlll have
». general overslght of road constructlon
Ihrough elflclent nnd-competent cnglneers
In r-acb county. Of course, It should be
optlonal wlth tho countles as to thelr
Rvnillrur themselves of the proposed State
«ld. This plan wlll call for sllght In-
rrease of taxatlon, but Is the least
onerous of any thnt hns been proposed
Mid wlll enable the average county to
ronstruct from flfty to seventy-flve mlles
nf permnnent hlghway and tho burden
of taxatlon will fall upon the whole peo¬
ple and tbe corporatlons and no par-
tlrular class. A SUBSCRIBER.
Chatham, Va.

A Woman's Warning.
Rrtltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.I wlsh to warn those persons hav¬

lng tobacco tags to send for premlums
lo be sure nnd see that they pay the
proper amount of postage duo on "thoso
lags, with the wrltten sllp enclosed ln
Ihe packagc wlth the tags. I sent a
packnge of tags to a tobacco companyabout threo weeks before Chrlstmas and
enclosed the peico of paper. stating tho
-purnber of tags, and the premlum wantedIn the package wlth the tags, and had
n fino of ten dollars to pay for vlolatlou
W

Piles 14 Years
Terrible Case Cured Painlsssly Wlth Only

One Treatment of Pyramid Pile Cure
Free Package ln Plaln Wrapper Malled to

Everyone Who Wrlteo.
"I havo been a terrible suft'erer of pilesfor fourteen (11) yoars, and durlng all

thls tlmo-you can have an idea of how
many kinds of medlclnes I trled. But I
foumj no relief whatever. I felt there
inust be something that could cure me
¦without havlng to undergo nn operation
¦which might kill mo.

"Now, after trylng but onev treatmentof your 'pyrainids,' T am free, freo to tellnll sufferors of this dreadful disease totry thls niedlclne.tho Pyramid Plle CureIt wlll curo when all others fall sinlcerely yours. O, Branelgh. Schellburg,
Any ono suffering from tho terrible tor-

ture. burnlng nnd Itching of piles, wlll gotInstant rellof from tho treatment we sondput freo, at our own expense, In plaln>*aled tiackago, to every ono sendlng nameknd address, "t
Surglcal operation for piles ls norve-

moklng, pruol and' raroly a pennanont
>ucoess. Here you can-get a treatment
that Is-qulck, easy to apply and Inoxpen-,»lvo, and free from "the publicity andhiunllluiion vou suffer by doctors' exnml-
natlon,
Pyramid Pllo Curo Is mado lp tho formOf "easy to uso" supoosltorles. Tho com¬

lng of a curo Is felt the momont vou beglnto uso lt, ancl your suffering ends,
Sond your namo and address at onco to

Fyranild Drug Co. 135(19 Pyrnmld Bulld-
ln<. Marshall, Mloh., nnd get, by return
mall, tha treutmont we wlll sond youfree.. in-pluln, senled wrapnor,After soelng for yoursolf what lt can
ao'. you can gnt a regular, full sisso pack¬
age of Pvramld Pllo Curo from nny drttg-glst nt BO esuts each, or, on rocolpt of
prlco, wo wTU mall you samo ours^lves,.it he should not havo lt.-- ¦¦-^-».¦.'..«.¦.-..

Maln and
Fourteenth

FISHER'S
Estahlished IB65

Maln and
Fourteenth

YourLastChance
The days of our great Forty-first Anniversary Sale are

.lumbered. It will last but little longer. You'll not have
mother opportunity to buy such values at the following
prices: $15.00, $16.50 and $18.00 Suits, Overcoats and
Rain Coats,

$9.65
Others at the following prices:

$7.50 vnlurs fnr.$4.05
$10.00 values tor .90.65
$12.50 vnlurs for .$7.05
$20.00 values for .$11.05

Boys* Clothing.
Boys' $2.00 Sults nnd Overconts. .$1.35
Boys' $2.50 Sult.s and Overconts.$1.85
Boys' $3.50 Suits nnd Overcoats.$2.35
Boys' $4.00 Sults nnd Overconts.$2.85
Boys' $4.50 Sults nnd Overconts.$3.35
Bbys1 $5.00 Suits nnd Overconts.$3.85

Big' Reductions in Furnishing's.
75c Men's and Boys' Stventers.44c:
50c Corduroy Knee Pnnts .ll>c
50c I'lush Wlndsor (,'ups .23c
25c Suspenders .11c
50c and 75c Xeckwenr, 35c; 3 for.$1.00
75c Heavy Welght Top Shlrts.44c
$1.00 All-Wool I'lidcrwear .05c
50c Fancy Ribbcd nnd Fleeced Underwear. . . .38c
25c and 50c Fancy Llslo Hose.!8c
$1.50 Men's Wool Pnnls.95c
10c Blnck and Tan Senmless Hose...4c
10c White Hcnistitclied Handkcrchlefs.8c

Men's
$3.00 Shoes,

all
leathers,

Si.95

Men's
Derbys and
Soft Hats,
.50 Quafitlss,

lof the postal laws. The tobacco cornpan>
llnRtructs you to be sure to onclose the
sllp of paper in the same package with
tags, but says nothlng about the amount

lof postage. and no one would thlnk, when
carrylng the package to be malled. of thu

Islip of paper inslde. The company sent
ine a prlnted postal, saylng there was J
cents more postage due on my pac-cuge
and to send it at once in order to pre-
vetit havlng thls flne to pay. I sent tne
balance postage due, but lnst week a

postofflce Inapector called on me aml
demanded the payment ot the ten-dollur

Now, 1 thlnk that the company ls prac¬
tielng an linposition on tlie people by
placmg these instructions in thelr booK
and not saylng anythlng about the class
of postage you should send by.
Tho inspector had a number of these

papers wlth him and had several for thls
Immedlate cominunlty, and said ho had
hud hundreds of such.
Will you be so kind as to publlsh thls

letter; also the secretary's, relatlng to the
c-ncloslng of matter of a higher class in
matter of a lower class, etc. 1'vo forgot.
ten the number of See.

MRS. LI-Z1E MITCHELL.
Ruckersville, Va.

.

Virginia Coal.
Editor ot Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Slr..1 saw an editorial recently ln

whlch you suspected that there was a
comblnatlon of the Norfolk and Western.
Chesnpeake, Baltimore and Ohlo and
Pennsylvanla Railroad all under the dom-
lnatlon of the Pennsylvania Rallroad.
Your susplcions were well founded, for
thero ia such a comblnatlon, such aa the
combination of the. Northern Securltles
Company. Tho Pennsylvania road dtc-
tates how much coal the Norfolk and
Western, Chcsapeake and Ohlo and Bal¬
timore and Ohlo shall haul to the coast
and to tlie lakes. The Norfolk and West¬
ern is alloted 11 per cent., tho Chesapeake
and Ohlo 11 and the Baltimore and Ohio
20 per cent. The supply of cars to the
coal operutors is given so that each of
theso roads shlps rather less thnn moro
than the percentoge allotted. The coal
opcrators ln the Kanawha Vulloy have
cjily averaged elght and a half days per
month for tho last year, and conditions
on the Norfolk and Western are about
the same. Tho coals of West Virginia
aro superior In quality to the Pennsyl¬
vanla and Hocking Valley coals, and
when brought in convpetltlon with the
West Vlrglnla coals are unsalable. Many
stockholders of the Pennsylvania road
have bought, or aro trying to buy, all tho
coal lands of West Virginia nnd aro
uslng the control they awn in tho West
Virginia roads to cripple ond break up
all the opcrators ln West Virginia, so'
they buy tho whole outnt at a low prlce
and the Pennsylvanla road to dlctato tho
prlce of soft coal to the world. I am
a resident of West Virginia and know
whereof I speak. I wrlto you thls to
put you on track and you wlll find thls
trall dlrect. There~1s a conrbinatlon of
theso roads ln roBtralnt o ftrade, and not
only that, but to compel the coal opcra¬
tors nnd coal-land ownors to sell thelr
property for a song.
You aro at llberty to use. thls lnforma¬

tlon lf of any value to your paper as
news, buTT would prefer you not to pub¬
llsh thls over my nanio. Would bo
glad to entertaln any of your correspon-
dents here at any tlmo. Can glve you
much moro lnformatlon along thls llno.

Respectfully, W. A. PORSYTH.
Gloucester County, Vn.

» .

Mountain Lake.
Editor of Tho Ttnies-Dlspa,tch:
Sir,.In viow of much that has boon sald

and wrltton In the last few years about
tho famous Mountain Lako ln thls coun¬
try, Its ago. or moro truly speaklng, Its
youth, I send you tho enclosed, copiod
from the hlstory of Gllos county, ln
Howo'h Hlstory of VIrg nla, publlshed at
Charleston, S. C, ln 1847.
Thls should set at rost, I thlnk, the

oavtl of soine wlse-acres who displto tho
fact of its recent formation. Tlie Hon.
Davld H. Johnxton, of West Vlrglnla, who
Is writhfg a hlstory of thls country, has
hud, I understand. conslderablo dlillculty
ln authentlcatlng the fact, though hc, as
woll as others, has beon funuliiir wlth
¦the sVory tromtehlldliood of) how Mountain
Lnke grew. Your oorrespondont heard a
very pTd lady relate recently of how her
grandfa-thor had told her of going thoro
to Kiilt hls cattlo whon lt was a small
spring. Thero was a largo boundary of
utic almed land, and thls was-a common
resort for the oarly settlors to salt tholr
cattlo, and from that came tho name
"Salt Pond," whlch namo It bore untll tho
placo was purchased ln 1S70 by Qeneral
Hnunt, of Philadelphla, who mado of it
ft-suinmor resort and-changed it» name to

Mountaln Lake. IUi waters are slowlyaiwppearlng. and in a fow years 11 wmlive only ln meinory. (J. x. Hogc-J"«p«a.risburg. or Gik-s Courthouse.'- lies-33 mlles southwcsterly from Rlchmond,thrce-quarters of a mlle from the bankof Xew Rlver. Xlne milcs from Pearls-
mJ5'- °" x,e'v lUyer, are sltuated tho

.' f',ilD-1pl'lngs, /Eggleston). Tho cele-ZSHXS Salt Pond ls Bve mlles from thesesprtngs. It is a natural and beautlful IaKo8C..pu«<! P*3Ih water on tha summlt ofbalt Pond Mountaln, ono of the highestspurs of the Alleghanles. Thls pond isabout a mile long and four-thlrds of amlle wlde. At Its tcrmlnus lt is dammcdby a hugo pilo of rocks, over whlch It
runs, but whlch once passed through thedssures only. ln the spring and summer
of I804 immense auantles of leave? andother rubbish washed in and fllled up thollssure*. slnce whlch it has rlsen ful 25feot. Prevlous to tliat tlme it was fed by
a tlne largo spring at Its head. that then
dlsappeared, and several small sprlnga now
flow Into it at its upper end. when flrst
known lt was tbo resort of vast numbers
of elk buffalos, deer and other wlld anl-
mals for drlnk, henco the name of "Salt
Pond." It has no taste of salt, and Is in-
hablted by flne trout.".Frdm Ilenryllowe's Hlstory of Virginia. publlshed at
Charleston, S. C, 1S1T.

The Assessment System.
Edltor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.I notlce what "Cltlzen" says about

the loose methods of our commlssloners
of revenue; also hls "remedy." I wlll
admlt a whole lot thnt he says is so, but
I see both hopes and the malled claws
of a disappolnted ambltlon ln hls letter,
too. That's one thlng more than you saw,
Judglng from your edltorlal remarks'oti
the letter. Yes, it is a fact that our
pioperty Is generally assessed Just' for
enough to be considered an neknowledg-
ment of ownershlp.a horse for about
what hlde and bones' are worth; a plano
for about what the stool is worth, flg-
uratlvely speaklng. But "Cltlzen's" rem¬
edy won't cure, as the follot»lng wlll
prove:
Our land was reassessed last year by men

appolnted by the clrcult judge. I hsaw
of a farm of 200 aeres, wfflcH" Imf! dTi rt
one dwelllng, insured for about 52,000;
ono tobacco barn. worth $150; one tobac¬
co barn, worth $75; ono stnble, with cow
sheds, &c, worth at least $75; ono corn-
houso nnd carrlage shed, new, worth, say,
$50; onp. granary, flrst-class, worth no
less- than $75; four log houses, for ten-
nnts. worth at least $25 each. $100; total
worth of buildings. $2,450. and a good or-
chard. somo fence, and an excellent sup¬ply of good water, with some tlmber, nll
assessed at $5 per acre, or $1,000.$1,450
short of the valuo of the buildings alone.
Now, fellow "Citlzon," .where is yourevldenco that, tho conrt's appolutoe, as

commissloner,1 would do better tlifjto ^Jaland assessor? Thftre, now, mv fellow
"(Cltlzen's" stntesmanship has 'gone to
pleces on the rocks which'line tho shoro
of honest assessment.
Again, can an appolnteo of tho court bo

n butter Judgo of property than tho own-
er clalms to be? lf ho is a good judgo of
work horsea, would he be competent to
judgo a race horse? Then, if ho was a
good judgo of mllch cows. would that
mako him competent to judge tho value
of a piano? But lt hnppened In this
r.elghborhood that a farmer a few yearsslnce assessed hls horses at $40 per head
and kicked becauso they wore too hlgh;then, lp less than threo months, sold theoldest, meanest ho'rso ho had at $G7,50,I know thls. ,Now tho "remedy!" InBtruct assessors
to assess at a falr valuo what the horsets worth allve and In condition found.nnd not what hls hlde and bones nro
worth, without consultatlon or dlctatlonof tho owner, In tha case clted tho
owner told tho oommlssloner hls horses
wero only worth $40 a hend; tlfetr'tbldtho purchnser hls mcanost horso wnsworth $75. Wns thls falr assessmient?Thoso thlngs make our tax rate hlghkeep our roads bad, our treasury ompty.
And, worst of all, keep other peoplo from
comlng liero to llvo.
In tho above I unlto tbe shortcomlngs

CASTORIA
i'or Lxfants aud Ctildren.

IhB Kind You Have AlwaysJought
Slgaature of L^f/^£2c&&:

Ill t* li elected nnd nppolnted asscssors.
"Cltliien's" feliow-cltlznii,

V. A. KELLER,
Cumhcrland, Vn.

»

Vetenary Science.
Editor of The Tlmes-DIspatcli:
Slr,.Whllo the fnrmers of thls .Stuto

nro plcadlhg for money to develop tho
ngrlculturul Industrlos of the Old Iio-
iirtnlon, I slnccrely hope that tho Inipor-
tnnco of edticatlng our Vlrglnla boys
horo ln Vlrglnla ln tlio professslon of
vetorlnury sclencn (surgery and medlclno)
wlll not only bo reallzed, but strotiKly ad-
vocated, by. them. Tho wrlter, who was
born, raised and ediicatorl ln Vlrglnla
(glnduutlng nt tho Vlrglnla I'olyieclinlo
Instltuto ln agrlculturo. hnd then to go
North to tako a degroe lu veterl/fftry
Holonoo, as no Vlrglnla school hus ovor
offered the degreo of D. V. 8.) I"1 wrltlng Jthls artlclo based on what ho hus actually
observud ln hls natlvo Stuto, thus knows
wHercof ho speaks.
Whlle one adinlts that a knowb-dge of

the symptoms, cause and treatment of
thr dlsointes of llve stock ls very beno-
llclul (o tho fnrincr, yot thry du not soem
to reullze the fact that It is nbsolutely
necessary, for tho proteetlon of tho llve
stock or our Stato, that wo should now
be educatlng at loast somo of our yoiuig
nren along thls pnrtlcular llno. While
It Is iiiidoubtedly tho most Important, lt
ls at tho same time the worso noglected
branch of study, as a profession, in tho
agrloultural course of our Stato ut tho
present tltno.
A prepnrutory course in votorlnary

science, along with tho prescrlbed ogrf-
fiiltural courso, lias boen glven here at
the Vlrglnla Polytechnlc Instltuto for n
number of years. However, wo should
rducate, and graduate, somo of our
naturul born cattle and h"r:-u men in
thls profession.
Vlrglnla is badly In need of moro mon

thoroughly educated along thls llno. Her
sons are born wlth "horso senso"; glvo
thom* the theory, too, nnd they wlll inuke
voteriuarians of the hlghe.si typo. N_m>
bers of veterlnurians from England, Cnn-
ada, as woll as from the North and West
of thc L'nited States, have como horo to
Virginia, located and are practielng tlio
profession with success.tlio fact that
few of our natlvo Virginlans were prac¬
tielng or studying lhe profession, yet tho
fleld ls an excellent ono, plenty of work
for. good men, has "even attracted for-
elgners to locato In Virginia.
However, the tlmo has como whon many

of our country boys soo the udvantnges
which nre being offered to tho veterlna-
rians here, not only ns practltloners, but
aa inspectors of the Bureau of Animnl
Industry, surgoons in the arirr>* nnd
teachers In tno many ngrlcultural col¬
leges.
Therefore, I slnceroly hopo that n throe

years' course ln vcterlnury science wlll
hereaftcr be given at tho Virginia Poly¬
technlc Instltuto Instead of tho prepara-
tory course whlch has heretofore been
tho rxterit of the work glven ln thls
State, thus requirlng our boys to go to
Washlngton, Canada. or somo out of the
way placo In order to take the degree
of D. V. S.
The BUrcau of Anlmal Industry wlll no

longer pcrmlt graduates from the Toron-
lo, C'anndn, Vetertnary College to ovon
come up for an examlnation to flll a posl¬
tion in sald bureau, much loss employ
them. owlng to the fact that the course
at Toronto is only a two years' course.
Thus thoso graduatlng from said school
slnco 1897 wlll have to graduate elsewhere,
too, if they want to flll a posltion In the
Dipartment of Agrlculture at Washlng¬
ton. D. C.
The Virginia Polytechnlc Instltute. on

tho other hand, hopes to give a threo
years' course and tralning whloh wlll tlt
Its graduates for the hlghest of posltlons
In the country.
When the farmers of Virginia know

that a good veternarian is In reucli of thelr
farm. they are going to employ hlm when
thelr valuable home, cow, sheep, hog or
dog ls sick. I am speaklng from expe¬
rience. as I enjoyed a good practice In
the counties of Orange, Mndlson, Greene
and viclnlty when I was located nt Som-
erset, Orange county. Va. Aftorwards I
enjoyed even a larger pr-actiee ln the clty
of Charlottosville and viclnlty. whlch
practice I gavo up to accept the pof-ltlon
of Btnte vetorlnarian of my natlvo State.
Thus, ln concluslon,- permit ino to a.«k

all who aro renlly interestod in thc wel-
fare of Vlrglnia's agricultural futuro, not
only to e-ipoumge our brave Exeoutlva
Committee of the Virginia Polytechnlc
Instltuto, whon sald committee asks for
nn appropriatlon this winter for the
veterinary department here. but to ear-
nestly support tho Hon. J. Thompson
Brown, chalrman of the sald committee;
when he nsks for money- for the above
good cause and purpose.
Glve the Virginia boys a.;Chance to fake

thls course flere at home. Many good
ones wlll tako advantago of it.lt comes
natural to them, as a rule. The profes¬
sion Is not only a good one for an indl¬
vidual to follow, from a byslness stand-
polnt.to make money.but It ls rtn ull-
lmportant one to the State at large.
Whlle tho profession Is good enough, yet
In Vlrglnla It is badly In need or more
good men. Then why not develop the nat¬
ural talont whlch we have?

J. G. FERNEYHOUQH,
Stato Veterinarian.

SCHOOL INSPECTORS.

A Correspondent's Reasons for
Abolishing the Office.

Editor of The Times-DIspatch:
Slr,.I can endorse you in a general way

on questions of public policies. but you
will pardon me for taking Issue wlth
you on the one measure of creatlng at
thls time the new offlces of Inspectors
and division superlntendent of publlc ed-
ucation. You ask ln a recent editorial
why abolish such offlces, and express
amazement that the Houso ot Delegates
should have assumed thelr recent attl¬
tudc toward them. One roason of the
actlon of the House, Is that the tax-
payers of the counties have been heard
from. I do not call in questlon the hon-
esty and slncerlty of purposo and in-
tentlon of the lncumbents of such offlces
to earn thelr salarles If they can, hut the
questlon naturally arlscs how can they
do so? You say that the county su¬
perlntendent is poorly pald and can not
aftord to do the work of lnspectlon of.
schools. They, however, mako lt a point
to vlslt thelr schools at least once dur¬
lng the sesslon, which ls as much as
an Inspector, with his iargely lncreased
number of schools, can do. Whllst I rec-
ognize the nocesslty of a head of an
institutlon ln each county. I fall to
seo the Importance of theso desultory
vislts from any sourco whatever; vlsits
not sufflclently protracted nor frequeut
to comprehend thc peculiar envtronments
or clrcumstances connected wlth any
country school. On theso llnes I thlnk
a bill might be passed to increase tho
compensatlon of school trustees at least
to an amount adequate to actual loss
of tlmo requlred to ascortaln whether
a,teacher honestly and Intolllgently dis-
charges the duties of his posltion, for,
nfter all, the trusteeship ls tho drlvlng
wheel of the entire systom. Before we
employ men to better conditions in any¬
thlng, wo should inquiro as to whether
it is wlthln the Indlvidual power of
any one to change those conditions. Somo
may thlnk that an Inspotor may se¬
cure a better class of teaohors; I di
not thlnk so. Tho most experlenced teach¬
ers of our best graded schools in citius
aro as llablo to provo fuilures undor tho
same conditions and clrcumstances as
those of moro hiimble protonslons. Ono
can not always adapt beautlful theorles
to stubborn facts. I speak from an
oxporionco ot thirty-flvo yqura, as n prl¬
vato and publlc teaohor of bcIiooIs ln boih
town and country. I havo ovr found
lt necoHsary, that whon tho mountain
wlll not como to me, to go to tho moun¬
tain as gracofully.as posslblo ond adapt
mysolf to tho clrcuiiiaTanafs when such
wero beyond tho power of tho Indlvidual
man to change. But allow njp to say
hero that I do not beliove that tho causo
of tho want of oflleleticy in our publlc
schools can be traeed to the taachors hk

a class. * I havo had ilfteen or twonty
years' experience lir visltlng teachers- ln
tlieir' meetings, both North and £Outh,
and r havo never mot a more earnest
class of workors than tho teachers of the
Vlrglnla publlc sehools, I have, from
tho nocesslty of my posltion, to be a,
constant roader of educatlonal JournalB,
and 1 have hovor recelvod from .thum
anythlng more holpful tlmn tho papeis
front these samo' teachers. . I bollavo
that our publlo schools have Uotorlorated.

Agents McCall Bazar Patterns

Irish Point Curtains
(Much Under Price)

w E SNAPPED up two hundred and fifty pairs
_very suddenly last week. The price pointed
r.- to a considerable saving for you. We couldn't
afford to let these handsome Irish Point Curtains pass
Unnoticed, so the entire lot is ready in the morning!
Every pair is 3 1-2 yards long, and the expert couldn't
tell them from the imported patterns.we were fooled
and we've handled both kinds for many a year.

They are separated into five lots as follows:
Lot l. $8.60
Lot 2. $4.00
Lot 3,..'. $5.00

Lot 4. $0.00
Lot 5 . $7.50

Every pair worth from ?5 to $10 each.

Now you don't want to miss this for it's a sale of
magnitude.such an event helpsus.helps you more!

Shirt W^isti/*
(Spring's New Ones)

IVE HUNDRED dozen beautlful Lawn and
Lingerie Waists, in long or short sleeves, com-

eeeee prise the showing. We have unquestionably
the most liberal assortment of dollar Waists in Rich¬
mond. Everyone tells us so.and, bye the way, it's
mighty encouraging for such things to come to us.
your visit to-morrow may lend more encouragement.
Who can tell?

"Whlte Perslan Lawn Waists, entire
front of Val. laco and cluster tucks, wlth
embroldery hetween clusters, open back
wlth cluster tucks, deep cuff of Val. lace
and mcks, collar of emhroidery ancl Val.
lace. Prlce, $2.00.

Whlto Llngerle Waists. of French Mull,
polnted yoke of embroldery, with em¬

hroidery and Val. lnce beneath yoke, open
back wlth short sleeves; daiuty effect.
Price, $2.48.

Special lot of Sample Waists, size 36,
at half value.

White Linen, Perslan Lawn and Mull
Waists; of Mull, entire front of Val. laco
and flne tucking in clusters, open front
and back, attached collars of Val. lace,
deep cuff of tucking and Val. Special,.
$3.00 to $0.00.
A choice collection of Whlte Lingerle

Waists; the greatest variety of up-to-dato
styles; pointod and round yoke of Val.
lace, wlth panels of enihrohlery; open front
and back, with short and long sleeves.
Special $2.25 to $0.00.

ring Suit./*
(First Showing' To-Morrow)

"fHEALLY an enviable gathering.the best and
jgll! most varied line we've ever called your atten-
= tion to.or asked you to view. You may come
to-morrow expecting to find a showing of unusual in¬
terest. All the fofemost houses have their models
ready here.an exposition indeed of the pronounced
sort. Make it a point to look them over some time
to-morrow. Good time to post up on fashion's whims.
For early 'spring somo Pretty Shirt-

Waist Suits of Silk are being shown;
dainty effects, trimmed in lace, with yoke
and cuffs of lace; shirts trimmed in folds
of the material and lace between; variety
of colors; fino workmanshlp and material.
Price, $20.00 and $25,00.

A very attractivo and pretty little Eton
Suit, mnde of extra quaHty gray cloth,trimmed effect, satin llned, new stvle
skirt. Price, $25.00.

Cream Suits in Serges, short box coat
and pony coats, satln llned, slngle-brensted
effect, full circulnr skirt; somo plaln,others with folds. Price, $25.00.

Send Your Mail Orders to Us
from reasons apnrt. from conaldoratlon of

teachers. ln tho tlrst place, upon the
Inauguration of tho system In our Stato,
tho educatlon of tho negro was hopo-
fully und checrfully undcrtakeu by our

peoplo, btit tho results of past gonrratlons
of years on such llues have dono noth¬
lng towards reinovlng an undurcuiTont of
apathy whlch haa always exlsted among
our people, and the negro quostion ln
moro thnn. ever, after honust expcrlmont,
tho sou'reo of apathy to-day.
The bui.io o( publio schools of to-day Is

Irregulai' atleudauce. Now, let us In-
qulro moro fully Into tho cuusos, to noe
whethor thoy oan be roniovod. lu t.'io
,th»t p.lace. X wt>«*a call attentlon tu tho,

roada, almost Impnssablo throughout tho
groutor part of tho winter and early
spring months.
L'an an Inspector romovp such trouble;

I thlnk not, nor do wo ueed ono to
romltnl us ot' tiio fact. It lakcs much
mohoy Lo bulld lroails.
ln tho second place, labor conditions

woro never boforo us tlioy at'g now. To
say nothlng of thu present uun'-llabillty
of thu negro ln a gonorul way, largo
public and privutu entqrprlsea havo placo-.l
hlm bcyoiut .thu reach of funiu'is us a
laborer. So tho faniuu- and hls famlly
hnvo to wotk; tr gravo nocesslty; for In
tiio aentlmout of JUoredltli, thougli not ex-

aot words:
"Wo- niuy live wlthout art, wo nmy llv«

wlthout books,
But clvllised mun cnn't uvo wlthoutcooks."
Tho sum of tho wholo matter is, that

In tho course of ovents, clrcunutancvfand conditions will readjust thomselvo-i
wlthout tho nooeuslty of burdenlng our-
salvos wlth unnecessury taxutlon, thou-go
a small matter lt may «eem.'
Wakollold, Vn. S. V. VVATKINS,

f -.-a-
Clvllhtatiori has replaced tho lndian.

whoop hy the college yell, although, a
vlsltor from another pkuiiit mlght hos
.Ccogiihu tbo lniprovemont..Puck,.


